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ABSTRACT 

Pyrenaria diospyricarpa Kurz var. camelliiflora (Kurz) S.X. Yang, was earlier known from Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. 
In this paper it is reported as an addition to the flora of India from Tuensang District, Nagaland. 
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INTRODUCTION 

During field exploration in Woashu Village, Tuengsang 
district, Nagaland in connection with the Approved 
Research Programme “State flora of Nagaland, 
India” of Botanical Survey of India, Eastern Regional 
Centre, Shillong, Meghalaya, a fruiting specimen of P. 
diospyricarpa Kurz var. camelliiflora (Kurz) S.X. Yang 
was collected in the month of November 2014. The 
authors revisited the place from April to June 2015 


and found a population of 10-15 mature trees in full 
bloom. The taxon differs from P diospyricarpa var. 
diospyricarpa by its branchlets and leaves with less 
pubescence and known only from Myanmar, Thailand 
and Vietnam (Dyer, 1874; Chauhan & Paul, 1993; Yang, 
2005; Ming & Bruce, 2007) hitherto. 

In this paper P. diospyricarpa var. camelliiflora is 
reported as an addition to the Indian flora. A detailed 
taxonomic description, along with photographs (Figs. 1 
& 2) has been provided. 
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Fig. 1. Pyrenaria diospyricarpa Kurz var. camelliiflora (Kurz) S.X. Yang: a, b & c. Flowering twigs; d. Fruiting twig; e. Fruits; 
f. Fruit, transversal section. 
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Fig. 2. Pyrenaria diospyricarpa Kurz var. camelliiflora (Kurz) S.X. Yang: a. Flower; b. Pedicel with bracteoles; c. Bracteoles and 
Sepals (dorsal view); d. Sepals (ventral view); f. Sepals (dorsal view); f. Petals (dorsal view); g. Petals (ventral view); 
h. Stamens; i. Ovary. 
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TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 

Pyrenaria diospyricarpa Kurz var. camelliiflora (Kurz) 
S.X. Yang, Novon 15: 379. 2005. Pyrenaria camelliiflora 
Kurz, J. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, Pt. 2, Nat. Hist. 40(2): 46.1871. 

Trees, up to 15 m high. Young branchlets pale green, 
glabrous or sparsely pubescent. Leaf blade elliptic- 
lanceolate to oblanceolate, 10-11.5 x 3-3.5 cm, papery, 
serrate, dark green above, glabrous, pale green beneath, 
sparsely pubescent, acute-acuminate at apex, attenuate at 
base; midvein depressed above, raised below; secondary 
veins 10-12 on each side of midvein, slightly impressed 
above, elevated below; petiole 0.8-1 cm long, glabrous 
or sparsely pubescent. Flower axillary, solitary, white, 
c. 3 cm across. Pedicel 2-2.5 mm long, silky villous. 
Bracteoles 2, ovate, 1.5-2 x 1.5-2 mm, non-foliaceous, 
glabrous inside, silky villous outside, acute at apex. Sepals 
5, persistent, imbricate, ovate-orbicular, 3-4 x 3-5 mm, 
non-foliaceous, silky villous outside, glabrous inside, 
obtuse-rounded at apex. Petals 5, obovate, 0.7-1 x 0.6-0.8 
cm, glabrous inside, silky villous outside, rounded at apex, 
undulate at margins, connate at base. Stamens numerous, 
connate at base; filaments glabrous, to 7 mm long, outer 
whorl basally adnate to petals; anther dorsifixed, bilobed. 
Ovary subglobose, c. 3 mm across, densely vellutinous, 
5-loculed. Styles 5, distinct, free, silky villous at base. 
Fruits drupaceous, indehiscent, globose, 2.5-3 cm across, 
glabrous, 5-loculed, with a sunken hole and 5 protuberances 
at apex and persistent calyx at base. Seeds brown, shiny. 

Phenology: Flowering from April to June and fruiting 
from August to November. 


Specimen examined : INDIA. Nagaland: Tuensang 
District, Woashuvillage,26°15'47.16 "N&94°56'40.68 "E, 
alt. 2000-2100 m, 3.6.2015, N. Odyuo 132806 (ASSAM). 
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